
Sr Dominica Geary Celebrates 100 Years  

 

 

  Sr. Dominica with her brothers; Willie on the left and Jimmy on the right.  

For the extended Geary family from Gortroe in East Cork, all roads led to 

Ardfoyle Convent  on  March 3 rd  to celebrate the 100 th  birthday of Sr Dominica. 

To her two remaining brothers Willie and Jimmy, Dominica is ôsisterõ. To her 

many nieces and nephews, she is ôAuntõ.  To their children she is ôGrand-auntõ and 

to their childrenõs children she is ôGreat-Grand Auntõ. It was indeed a wonderful 

gathering of generations of the Geary family to celebrate not only the first 

Irish OLA to reach 100 years, but the first Geary to reach 100 years.  



The celebrations began with a beautiful liturgy Mass, led by Fr Fac htna 

OõDriscoll, Provincial Superior of the SMA Fathers, assisted by Frs Colm OõShea 

and Bernie Cotter, SMA. It was a fitting opening to the dayõs festivities. At  the 

beginning of the Mass  , while Sr Mary Crowley, the OLA Provincial Superior, 

welcomed the gathering and gave a brief d escription of Dominicaõs life,  five of 

Dominicaõs younger relatives were asked to light  99 candles. Her brother Willie 

lit the final 100th  candle, each candle representing a  year in the life of Sr 

Dominica.   

     The lighting of the candles by Sr. 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎŀΩǎ DǊŀƴŘ-nieces and nephews. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



                          100 lighting candles an impressive sight 

 

The celebration in Ardfoyle Convent Chapel ended with a beautiful poem read by 

Sr Mary Barron. The poem entitled ôMemoriesõ was composed by Dominicaõs 

mother in 1948. It was a very moving  expression of what it was like to be a 

mother to a large family when they move on and what is left is the memories. 

Especially poignant were the references to the sacrifice made in allowing two of 

her daughte rs join a Missionary Congregation, to sail off in a large ship to 

Africa, when she and her husband prayed morning, noon and night for their 

safety.  

 

 



                      Some of the extended Geary family  

After the usual round of photographs ð taking extra long because of the size of 

the extended Geary Family, the party continued in Ardfoyle dining room where 

refreshments were had by all. The birthday cake was on display for all to see, a 

beautiful creation  fitting for  the  memorable occasion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

There was a great buzz in Ardfoyle dining room for the afternoon. Relatives 

were catching up with each other and with OLA neighbours from East Cork. And 

everyone was making sure they got an opportunity to congratulate Sr Dominica 

on this wonderful occasion. The festivities in the dining room culminated in the 

traditional cutting of the cake.  

It was a wonderful celebration for the OLA Sisters, for the Geary family and in 

particular for Sr. Dom inica herself.  In the words of Fr. Fachtna during the 

mass, thank you Sr. Dominica for giving us this opportunity to celebrate 

together.   

 

 

 

Sr. Dominica 

cutting the 

cake, helped 

by Sr. 

Bernadette 

OõConnell, 

while Sr. 

Philomena 

Woulfe looks 

on. 


