
 OLA in Tafawa Balewa, Bauchi  

The OLAs have been in Tafawa Balewa in Bauchi since 2002. They are involved in both Health and 

Education works there with Sr Lydia managing the OLA Comprehensive Health Care Centre. Srs Cecilia 

Adebanjo and Felicia Gyang work in the OLA Primary School . Since the funding for the construction of 

this new school was secured from Irish Aid funds through Misean Cara, Sr Mary T Barron recently visited 

the school and writes the 

following piece.  

In October 2009, I had the 

privilege of travelling to Bauchi in 

Nigeria to visit an OLA Primary 

school that had received Irish Aid 

funding through Misean Cara. The 

project was completed in time for 

the new academic year and I was 

fortunate enough to spend three 

days in Tafawa Balewa, visit the 

school and enjoy a wonderful 

celebration with the staff, 

management, pupils and PTA. 

 

 

 

 

The school had been functioning 

for a number of years in an old 

Church building but there was a 

great need for a purpose built 

school to give the pupils an 

opportunity for quality education. 

Thanks to the dedication of the 

OLA Sisters in Tafawa Balewa, 

and especially Sr Roselene 

Legunshen who applied for 

funding, Sr Cecilia Adebanjo who 

was appointed Principal of the 

school and Sr Felicia Gyang who 

also works in the school, and to 

the generosity of Irish tax payers, 

the children in Tafawa Balewa 

have a wonderful school. 

  

http://marytbarronafrica.blogspot.com/2010/01/visiting-ola-primary-school-tafawa.html


On my way to Bauchi I passed through Zawan and paid a visit in the OLA Orphanage there. The Sisters run 

a small hospital in Zawan with a small 

orphanage in the same compound.  

 

 

 

 

The photo includes Sisters Blessing and 

Felicia as well as staff and children in 

the orphanage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time passed too quickly in Tafawa Balewa. Parents and staff were constantly thanking me and asking me to 

convey my thanks to the Irish Government and to the people of Ireland for helping them have their Primary 

School.  

 

It was very humbling to see the genuine gratitude of everyone and the wonderful benefit that Irish taxpayers 

money has in often hidden ways throughout the world. The pictures tell the story.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


