
HUMAN TRAFFICKING:  

HUMAN RIGHTS AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS  
 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS  

Article 3: Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 

Article 4: No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited 
in all their forms. 

Article 8: Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts 
violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law. 

Article 13: (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of 
each state. (2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his 
country.  

Article 23: (1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable 
conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.  

 

INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS  

Article 8: No one shall be held in slavery; slavery and the slave-trade in all their forms shall be 
prohibited. 

 

CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN 

Article 6: States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to suppress all forms 
of traffic in women and exploitation of prostitution of women. 

 

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 

Article 35: States Parties shall take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to 
prevent the abduction of, the sale of or traffic in children for any purpose or in any form. 

  

THE PALERMO PROTOCOL TO PREVENT, SUPPRESS AND PUNISH TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS 

Article 2: 

The purposes of this Protocol are: 

(a) To prevent and combat trafficking in persons, paying particular attention to women and children; 

(b) To protect and assist the victims of such trafficking, with full respect for their human rights; and 

(c) To promote cooperation among States Parties in order to meet those objectives. 

 



 

Article 9:  

1. States Parties shall establish comprehensive policies, programmes and other measures: 

(a) To prevent and combat trafficking in persons; and 

(b) To protect victims of trafficking in persons, especially women and children, from revictimization. 

 

 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

GOAL 5: ACHIEVE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER ALL WOMEN AND GIRLS 

TARGET 5.2: Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and private 
spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types of exploitation. 

INDICATOR 5.2.1: Proportion of ever-partnered women and girls aged 15 years and older subjected 
to physical, sexual or psychological violence by a current or former intimate partner in the previous 
12 months, by form of violence and by age. 

 

GOAL 8: PROMOTE SUSTAINED, INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH, FULL AND 
PRODUCTIVE EMPLOYMENT AND DECENT WORK FOR ALL 

TARGET 8.7: Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery 
and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour, 
including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour in all its forms. 

INDICATOR 8.7.1: Proportion and number of children aged 5‑17 years engaged in child labour, by sex 
and age. 

 

GOAL 16:  PROMOTE PEACEFUL AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, 
PROVIDE ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR ALL AND BUILD EFFECTIVE, ACCOUNTABLE AND INCLUSIVE 
INSTITUTIONS AT ALL LEVELS 

TARGET 16.2:  End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of 
children. 

INDICATOR 16.2.1:  Proportion of children aged 1-17 years who experienced any physical punishment 
and/or psychological aggression by caregivers in the past month. 

INDICATOR 16.2.2:  Number of victims of human trafficking per 100,000 population, by sex, age and 
form of exploitation. 

INDICATOR 16.2.3: Proportion of young women and men aged 18‑29 years who experienced sexual 
violence by age 18. 


