
Community Climate Action Programme

Waste



Waste Learning outcomes

Participants will be able to;
• Explain linear approach to waste 

and its issues
• Describe the scale of the waste 

problem globally
• Identify the best alternatives to 

landfill
• Explain the circular economy
• Explore actions to support their local 

community reduce waste.



Waste-related SDGs

● Halve food 
waste

● Sound 
management 
of chemicals

● Substantially 
reduce waste 
generation

● Significantly 
reduce marine 
pollution of all 
kinds

● Reduce 
adverse 
impact of solid 
waste from 
cities



Global picture





Ireland - Total of 14 million tonnes of waste 

Goal of 70% 
material
recovery of C&D 
waste by
2020.

In 2018, 
recovery rate 
was 78%

C&D 6.2 Mt/yr



Ireland’s Municipal Waste (homes and business)

-1.58M +1.2M +0.55M +0.25M+0.4M



60% of home 
organic waste is 
in Black/Blue bin 
33% of the
commercial black  
bin is organic 
30% of food 
businesses hava 
no compost  bin 
43% of homes  
had no compost 
bin

Biodegradable Waste to Landfill



Hazardous Waste Increasing



Ireland produces 1 Mt of packaging



What are your own 
waste challenges?

Five  minutes - type 
in chat box



What’s still in our general waste bins?



Ireland’s Climate action plan 2019



Ireland actions
2017: Recycling List Ireland: 
clear recycling advice 
brought in nationwide

2002: Plastic Bag Levy 
introduced
→ 90% drop in use

2022  Deposit Return Scheme Also keep an eye out for:
Right to Repair



National plans
National & Regional
● A Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy [2020 - 2025]
● Government Circular Economy Strategy 2021 - 2022 [consultation 2021]
● Deposit Return Scheme [consultation 2021]
● National Hazardous Waste Management Plan 2021-2027 [draft]

Local
● Southern Region Waste Management Plan 2015-2021



Refuse

Reduce

Reuse & Repair

Recycling

Recovery
(burning)

Landfill

Waste hierarchy





• Each tonne of paper recycled can save 17 
trees and 26,000 litres of water 

• 1 glass jar recycled saves enough energy to 
run a TV for almost half an hour

• Around 75% of the aluminium ever 
produced is still in circulation today.

• Recycling just 1 tonne of plastics saves 
3,000–7,000 litres of crude oil.

• Irish households waste between €400 and 
€1000 per year on food waste.

• A baby uses about 4,000 nappies. You can 
save up to  €1500 with  washable nappies.

Recycling & reducing – Every bit helps



Our linear economy



• Take, make, waste
• Overuse of precious global 

resources, many are finite
• Climate Change impact of energy 

use, CO₂ and methane
• Pollution of air, water and land 

from disposal and extraction.
• Landfill space running out
• Costs of landfill increased
• Health impact of extraction and 

disposal, especially in Global 
South

Problems with the linear economy





The overarching objectives of 
Ireland’s Waste action plan are to; 

1. Move from waste disposal to a circular economy
2. A policy framework that discourages waste and 

rewards circularity;
3. Make producers accountable for their products 
4. Support the use of recycled over virgin materials
5. Harness the reach and influence of all sectors
6. Clear and robust institutional arrangements for 

the waste sector.





Some circular economy questions

Materials
Can we use recycled?
Can they remain recyclable/compostable?
Product
How long will it last?
How can it be repaired?
End of life
How can it be collected?
How useful will it be when recycled/composted?
Ownership
Community sharing of tools, books, toys, etc.
As-A-Service ways of using cars, heating boilers, 
clothes, etc.



What can we do as 
individuals?



Individual actions

“Reducing also 
results in a 
simplified lifestyle 
that allows you to 
focus on quality 
versus quantity and 
experiences versus 
stuff.”
- Bea Johnson



• Talk to others about today
• Buy a reusable cup or drinks bottle
• Buy loose fruit & veg e.g. market
• Switch to packaging-free toiletries
• Make waste free lunchboxes
• Avoid snack packs or foods with 

excessive packaging
• Switch to recycled paper toilet 

tissues and cloth kitchen towels
• Think before you buy cheap fashion 

clothes

Individual actions



What examples of 
community resources 
are we aware of locally?

Break into regional 
groups for 10 minutes



Local options and support



● Campaign groups: https://www.corkzerowaste.ie/ 
and https://cobhzerowaste.com/

● Zero Waste Shops: 
https://theolivebranch.ie/twig-refill/ and 
http://earthwayrefill.ie/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Filling-Station-1666
158166976600/

● Refills: https://quaycoop.com/ and 
http://www.natural-choice.com/

● Revive Paint: 
https://www.nce.ie/community-enterprise-cork/enter
prises/revive-paint-

● Zero waste shops: Midleton; Clonakilty; Markets: 
Clonakilty, Kinsale, Skibereen

https://www.corkzerowaste.ie/
https://cobhzerowaste.com/
https://theolivebranch.ie/twig-refill/
http://earthwayrefill.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Filling-Station-1666158166976600/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Filling-Station-1666158166976600/
https://quaycoop.com/
http://www.natural-choice.com/
https://www.nce.ie/community-enterprise-cork/enterprises/revive-paint-
https://www.nce.ie/community-enterprise-cork/enterprises/revive-paint-


● Fresh and seasonal fruit and veg without 
packaging are available at markets, and also for 
veg box deliveries, such as Organic Republic ( 
https://www.organicrepublic.ie/ ), and The Cottage 
Garden (https://thecottagegardenvegbox.com/)

● Refill Ireland: https://refill.ie/
● National Spring Clean: 

https://nationalspringclean.org/
● Cork Repair Cafe: 

https://www.facebook.com/Cork-Repair-Caf%C3%
A9-112505396957714/

● Cork Community Bikes: 
https://corkcommunitybikes.com/

https://thecottagegardenvegbox.com/
https://refill.ie/
https://nationalspringclean.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Cork-Repair-Caf%C3%A9-112505396957714/
https://www.facebook.com/Cork-Repair-Caf%C3%A9-112505396957714/
https://corkcommunitybikes.com/


What actions could our 
community take to 
reduce waste?



• Connect with waste action groups / litter 
picking groups

• Participate in residents’ association 
looking after your street

• Ask local retailers and cafes to offer refills
• Organise swap shops, repair cafes
• Allotment / composting groups - train up 

people in related skills
• Participate in National Spring Clean litter 

campaign
• Engage with Reuse Month (November)
• Can disused community spaces be put to 

better use?

Community actions



What other actions are 
already being taken in 
Ireland?
Who do we know who 
could support our 
actions?



● Council Waste Prevention Grant of up to 
€1,000, available early in the year for award 
in April.

● Reuse Month (October). Funding could be 
available for events from Cork City Council.

● Circular Economy Grants: €1,000 to 10,000 
through The Community Foundation of 
Ireland: 

● Circular Economy Innovation Grant Scheme 
(CEIGS) - first round awarded August 2021: 
Green Enterprise funding, annual, €50k - 
100k: 


